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® Message from the Office

Learning since the beginning of November has revolved to consider
our history with Hindu Heritage Month, Treaty Recognition Week and
Holocaust Education Week. As one means of working towards a
world free of intolerance, racism, discrimination, and hatred, we
engage in this learning and education about the Holocaust to combat
antisemitism and other forms of hate and ensure that never again
means never again for anyone.

Invite Ignife Inspire

Our scholars have engaged in Remembrance Day activities that
allowed them to reflect on the past and peace. Our work with
Remembrance Day included considerations and varied resources to
lift veterans’ stories that are often erased, and also reflects the
diversity of our communities. The intentional work of building thriving
learning communities where everyone feels like they are welcome,
included and belong remains a priority for us.

Next week, we look forward to welcoming families into the school for
Parent Teacher Interviews. When you receive progress reports this

o ¥ Yor week, we encourage families to celebrate success. There is much to
SZ/ kHBQfOH be proud of and focusing on those gains helps scholars to set goals
for academic achievement in the future. On November 13-16, please
take a moment to visit the Scholastic Book Fair and check out the
Clothing Swap in the Kindergarten Alcove.

C_——- DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

To Aldergrove families celebrating Diwali this weekend, we wish you a
joyous celebration.

Thank you for your continued partnership.

Ms. Jessa Mr. Pamayah
Principal Vice Principal

November
Hindu Heritage Month
Albanian Heritage Month

Please let us know at the office if you can support our efforts to
create identity affirming spaces for our scholars.

InspireLearning/

Resources for Families

Guide to the School Year

The Centre for Black Student Excellence Newsletter - October
Student Mental Health and Addictions Newsletter - November
York Hills Positive Parenting Seminars



mailto:aldergrove.ps@yrdsb.ca
https://twitter.com/aldergroveps?lang=en
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/guide-school-year
https://staffweb-yrdsb.msappproxy.net/services/commcultural/Documents/Communications/SC-CBSE-Newsletter-October2023.pdf
https://staffweb-yrdsb.msappproxy.net/services/student/MentalHealth/Documents/Newsletters/MH%20Newsletter%20November%202023.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.ca/o/york-hills-centre-for-children-youth-and-families-10725006171

Aldergrove Archives: Past Newsletters and School Council Minutes
Markham Public Library

School Schedule Safe Arrivals: Please
8:15am - staff on duty outside be on time for school. If
8:25am - entry bell your child is late or will
8:30 am - learning block be absent, please inform
10:10 am - 10:40 am recess the school office or use
10:40 am -12:20 - learning block EDSBY to share this
12:20 pm - 1:20 pm lunch information.
1:20pm - 3:00 pm learning block
3:00 pm - dismissal

Markham Public Library
Markham Public Library has the following 2 free programs available:

e Homework Club for Grades 3-4 - This program is run in partnership with York University
teacher candidates. Students can receive help with homework/assignments. However, if they
have not been assigned school work, we will provide them with enriching activities (e.g.,
Math, Literacy - reading comprehension, writing, grammar). This program is available for on
Thursdays for 4 weeks ( Thurs Nov 9 to 30™ ) from 4:30-5:30pm at Milliken Mills Library

e Workshop for Families: A Multi-Modal Academic Learning Model: Combining Cognitive and
Literacy Skills - workshop for parents about strategies to support their child with learning
(next Wed Nov 15" at 6:30pm - virtual)

Active School Travel and Walk To School Month

For the month of November a pizza party contest is being conducted as part of the Active School
Travel program. Students are encouraged to travel sustainably (walking, cycling, busing) as often
as possible during the month of November for a chance to win a pizza party. To measure results
we will be completing surveys on Nov 9", 16" and 29". The class with the highest Active School
Travel rate will be awarded the pizza party. Good luck to everyone!



http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/aldergrove.ps/NewsEvents/Pages/Newsletters.aspx
https://markhampubliclibrary.ca/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmarkham.bibliocommons.com%2fevents%2f65491b43a3c4ea3000b7c625&c=E,1,qhf_vC3h4DzsVpewin7QWIV3j34qsB152tzI-WWOgN9BVj8NqJBBHsn89RZHMTkVxKZw9Jo2nRrRPFMR4TV0S0NrLfC7MJjn7E7B0tbboBytbSF3it-e0lmr&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmarkham.bibliocommons.com%2fevents%2f653ac3cf5f064c430047897f&c=E,1,ghYmLgbPrL62F1dKET34tQLDhZwQDevKOlH66O3UNSw1o7SjbuOykqzbpbaRtlWyKeq6yRe6OURXiY01ugNk1m0cOcglEpa_bzq5W1RU701TUf8QgEsUTHc,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmarkham.bibliocommons.com%2fevents%2f653ac3cf5f064c430047897f&c=E,1,ghYmLgbPrL62F1dKET34tQLDhZwQDevKOlH66O3UNSw1o7SjbuOykqzbpbaRtlWyKeq6yRe6OURXiY01ugNk1m0cOcglEpa_bzq5W1RU701TUf8QgEsUTHc,&typo=1

School Council Executives - Who am | and What Is My Superpower?

Carol Ye, Co-Treasurer
Mom of 3 kids. | am a little supervisor of the service industry, and my super power is being very
helpful, positive and outgoing!

Maxine Knight - Co-Chair
Boy mom. | am a nutritionist, chef and my super power is community engagement!

Prakash Nadesparan, Secretary
Dad of a boy and a girl. | am structural engineer, and my super power is helping the community!

Reena Szeto, Co-Treasurer
Mom of 2 kids. | am an auditor and my super power is organization!

Shahida Fazal, Co-Chair
Mama of two boys. | am a sustainability specialist in the investment industry, and my super power is
to help make connections with people and resources!

Please take a look at the dates planned for meetings this year and mark them on your calendar.
Child care and language translation is provided at each meeting.

Thursday, November 30 2nd Council Meeting 6:30 pm
Thursday, December 7 Gingerbread Night 5:00-8:00 pm
Thursday, January 25, 2024 Movie Night

Thursday, February 22, 2024 3rd Council Meeting
Thursday, March 7 Council Event

Thursday, May 9 4th Council Meeting

Friday, April 19 Staff Appreciation Luncheon

Thursday, April 25 Tentative Event

Thursday, May 30 Culminating Event
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Elementary School Dental Screening Program

York Region Public Health has resumed the dental screening program in schools.
Public health staff will begin visiting Aldergrove on January 26 and 29 2024.
A letter will be distributed to families closer to the time of screening.

Scholastic Book Fair
Our school will be holding its annual Scholastic Book Fair from Monday November 13 to Friday
November 17. Students will be able to visit the book fair and make purchases daily during
lunch/recess and after school until 4:00 pm. All proceeds from the book fair will be used to
purchase books and resources for the library and school. Some of the books that will be available
for purchase at the fair can be found at the following links:

Grade K-4 Book Fair Flyer Grade 5-8 Book Fair Flyer

Diwali

Diwali is known as the Festival of Lights and is a Hindu, Sikh,
and Jain festival celebrated throughout the diaspora. Diwali
celebrates the triumph of good over evil. The festival has a
different significance for different people. Everywhere it is
celebrated, Diwali signifies the renewal of life. To celebrate
this joyous and important festival, people may get together
with friends and family, exchange greetings and gifts of
sweets, and devote time for prayer and introspection. Some
set off fireworks and wear new clothes. Many light little clay
lamps, or candles. Diwali is celebrated on November 12,
2023.

Treaty Recognition Week

Did you know that the first week of November is officially Treaties Recognition Week in Ontario?
During the week of November 5-11, 2023, we recognize the importance of treaties and bring
awareness to the treaty relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people in the
province. There are 46 treaties in Ontario and we all have a responsibility to honour the treaties.

“Today, some Canadians see treaties as artifacts of another era in their history, with no current
relevance. First Nations people view treaties as “living” agreements that respect their status as
nations, as recognized in the Royal Proclamation of 1763. They see this as their “inherent right”
referred to in Section 35 of the Canadian Constitution.”

(Maurice Switzer, “We are all...Treaty People” p.34)



https://digital.scholastic.ca/bookfairs/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2023/08/BF_JRNews_F23-FIN.pdf
https://digital.scholastic.ca/bookfairs/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2023/08/BF_SRNews_F23_final.pdf

Grade 8 Open House Information Nights

Our YRDSB high schools offer a number of programs, including IB and Arts. Please see the link for
more information for open house information nights at our high schools and information about the
transition to Secondary School.

Holocaust Education Week

The week of November 1st to 9th marks the annual Holocaust Education Week (HEW). Learning
about the Holocaust in classrooms, schools, and workplaces across the YRDSB s critical to
countering antisemitism and other forms of hate. This year’s Neuberger Holocaust Education Week
theme is The Future Is Here. The Holocaust was the systemic, state-sponsored persecution and
murder of six million Jewish people by the Nazi regime and its allies, and it’s critical that we not
allow this cruel chapter of modern history to fade from memory. During Holocaust Education Week,
we also want to acknowledge that people of colour, the Romas, people with physical disabilities,
and those who identify as 2SLGBTQI+, among others, were targeted and murdered by the Nazis.
As one means of working towards a world free of intolerance, racism, discrimination, and hatred,
educators are encouraged to discuss the Holocaust and the many people who put their lives on the
line in the face of antisemitism and other forms of hate.

Aldergrove Lunch -
Programs

Aldergrove is providing following lunch programs:
Tuesday: Pizza Lunch, October 17-January 30.

Wednesday: Sushi Lunch, October 18-January 31.

Friday: Sub Lunch, October 27-January 26.

Funds raised are used to subsidize extracurricular activities and events, guest speakers and field
trips.



https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/experience-secondary-school/transition-secondary-school/grade-8
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/experience-secondary-school/transition-secondary-school

Scholastic Book Fair

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to
Aldergrove from
Monday, November 13 - Thursday,
November 16, 2023
Parents can come to the book fair all
week from 3-4pm and Thursday 3-7pm



November 2023

0 @ The Breakfast Program is [8]g=N every day from 8:00 - 8:25 am

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
Day 4 Day 5 Day 1
All Saints’ Day Easy Eats Virtual 7pm Sub Day &
Gr.8 visit MMHS
Gr.7/8 Immunizations
UHS Arts Info Night
Walk to School Wednesday
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Remembrance
Holocaust Remembrance | pizza Day [ Sushi Day€Q Sub Day €3 Day .
Week - Walk to School Wednesday Remembrance Day
Treaty Recognition Week Assemblies
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Diwali Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 PA Day
Pizza Day [P Sushi Day €J Parent Teacher NOSEnoe!
Book Fair Boys Volleyball Areas Girls Volleyball Areas Interviews Start PERE UEREEr
Book Fair Book Fair Book Fair Interviews Continue
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5
Transgender Day of Pizza Day [ Sushi Day©Q Sub Day &
Remembrance Walk to School Wednesday
26 27 28 29 30
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4
Birthday of Guru Pizza Day [ Sushi Day€Q
Nanak Dev Ji Walk to School Wednesday

 Phone: (905) 470-2227

[1Email: aldergrove.ps@yrdsb.ca

4 Twitter: @aldergroveps




SAVE THE DATE

ALDERGROVE’S GINGERBREAD
HOUSE WORKSHOP

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2023
5PM - 8PM

Come build with us + enjoy activities such as
face painting, games, photo booth and more!

ARE YOU ABLE TO VOLUNTEER?
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
PLEASE CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmDoFpdp1HVMDDgZ7_S5gRfzqqVJ6mR-9OQ1RaFo1Nwge2nQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Inspirelearning!

YOUTH GAMBLING AWARENESS SERIES

This workshop series is desighed to offer educational prevention sessions to
adults involved in young people’s lives on gambling awareness including
potential risks, making informed decisions and healthy and active living.

We welcome all parents, guardians, caregivers and community members
to attend these free virtual sessions!

November 7, 2023: 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Game Bling: When Gaming Meets Gambling

This session explores unconventional forms of gambling available to minors, the signs of
problem gaming and gambling and explores the potential risks of these activities. Parents will
learn strategies on how to help your child make safe and healthy decisions and information on
community support services will be provided.

November 14, 2023: 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Gambling, Money and Decision Making: Financial Literacy and Gambling

This session discusses items of value used by youth to bet with, and analyzes factors leading
them to participate in games of chance to make money. Financial risks of gambling will be
explored while providing safety tips and information on community support services.

November 21, 2023: 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Media Impact

This session will explore the increased youth exposure to gambling-related content on social
media platforms while providing media safety tips for parents and information on community
support services.

November 28, 2023: 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Stigma and Gambling

This session will define stigma associated with gambling while providing factual knowledge and
awareness to support a compassionate approach to reducing stigma and facilitating an open
dialogue. Information on community support services will also be shared.

REGISTER Now For These Free Sessions Today!

These free information sessions are organized by York Region District School Board in collaboration
with YMCA of Greater Toronto Youth Gambling Awareness Program (YGAP).

For more information please feel free to contact: Oksana Majaski, Community & Partnership Developer
at oksana.majaski@yrdsb.ca or 416-568-2252.




Inspire your
students and
give back

Why get involved?

O O

Help students improve
their critical thinking,
communication and
creative skills.

Each entry results
in a $10 donation to
your local Habitat for
Humanity.

O O

You're helping families Winners will receive a
build strength, stability
and independence through
affordable homeownership.

FOUNDING SPONSOR

. SAGEN"

FA race-race

* No purg
val

grant to direct to a local
Habitat, a pizza party for
their class and a tablet!

AWARDS SPONSORS

ifﬁ' Habitat

Meaning of Home

- SAGEN"

for Humanity

J

Contest opens for entries
January 8, 2024.

The Meaning of Home is an annual writing contest for
students in Grades 4, 5 and 6 in support of Habitat
for Humanity Canada. Students across Canada are
invited to submit a poem or essay explaining what
home means to them. It's a great way to engage your
students in an interactive and fun way, and it teaches
youth the importance of safe, affordable housing.

JUDGING SPONSORS

F. 9
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